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We live in a world that has been marred by sin, cursed by death, and filled with wickedness. 
Although we confront it every day, this very present evil will not overcome us. God’s desire is 
for us to be saved and delivered by His Son, Jesus, so that we are enabled to love, to live, and to 
overcome evil with good. We receive the same Jesus who once overcame evil by carrying His 
cross to suffer for our salvation. Triumphing over all the evil we will ever face, our risen Savior 
lives to love, to bless, and to deliver us as His people. 
 
“Christ Be My Leader” [LSB 861] 
1 Christ be my leader by night as by day; 
Safe through the darkness, for He is the way. 
Gladly I follow, my future His care, 
Darkness is daylight when Jesus is there. 

2 Christ be my teacher in age as in youth, 
Drifting or doubting, for He is the truth. 
Grant me to trust Him; though shifting as sand, 
Doubt cannot daunt me; in Jesus I stand. 

3 Christ be my Saviour in calm as in strife; 
Death cannot hold me, for He is the Life. 
Nor darkness nor doubting nor sin and its stain 
Can touch my salvation: with Jesus I reign. 

PRAYER  
Almighty God, Your Son willingly endured the evil of sin and death at the cross for our 
redemption. Grant to us the goodness of our Savior so that we are not overcome by evil, but 
overcome evil with good; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 16:21–28  
21 From that time Jesus began to show his disciples that he must go to Jerusalem and suffer many 
things from the elders and chief priests and scribes, and be killed, and on the third day be 
raised. 22 And Peter took him aside and began to rebuke him, saying, “Far be it from you, 
Lord! This shall never happen to you.” 23 But he turned and said to Peter, “Get behind me, Satan! 
You are a hindrance to me. For you are not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the 
things of man.” 24 Then Jesus told his disciples, “If anyone would come after me, let him deny 
himself and take up his cross and follow me. 25 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 26 For what will it profit a man if he gains the 
whole world and forfeits his soul? Or what shall a man give in return for his soul? 27 For the Son 
of Man is going to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay each 
person according to what he has done. 28 Truly, I say to you, there are some standing here who 
will not taste death until they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.” 



 “Get behind me Satan!”  In today’s vernacular means, “Get out of my way!”  Satan has 
no choice but to get out of Jesus’ way.  Satan tried his best to defeat Jesus.  The cross was not a 
hindrance.  Yes, Jesus died but He also rose from the dead.  Satan, death, and the bonds of sin 
are vanquished.  Satan is a hindrance to us and Jesus tells us how we can keep Satan out of our 
way.  “If anyone would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me.”   Jesus is talking about believing in Him as our Lord and Savior.  We follow Him.  We love 
Him more than we love ourselves.   We depend upon Him.  Jesus enables each of us to take up 
our cross.  Through faith in Him our Lord give us His strength to endure until the day we are 
called to live with Him forever.  We hear this from Paul as he writes,  “For the sake of Christ, 
then, I am content with weaknesses, insults, hardships, persecutions, and calamities. For when I 
am weak, then I am strong.” ( 2 Corinthians 12:10)   When Jesus says, “He will repay each 
according to what he has done.”  This is a very hopeful statement for those who believe in Jesus.  
We are judged on the basis of what Jesus has done for us.  We are acceptable to God through 
Jesus Christ our Lord.  In Christ, Satan has to get out of our way. 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen. 
 
 
 
 


