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Why must we endure the questions, the challenges, and the things that are not as they should be? 
The disciples long ago wondered about this too. Why are there weeds in God’s field and what 
can be done about it? The seed was good, but God has enemies, and so do you. It is not given to 
us to resolve this until the Lord’s time, when He will separate the weeds from the wheat. It is 
enough for us to know that God knows the hearts of people and that this tension will not endure. 
When Jesus comes in His glory, the angels will gather out of His kingdom all who do not belong. 
Then the righteous shall shine like the sun, so take heart, people of God. 
 
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come” [LSB 892] 
1 Come, ye thankful people, come; Raise the song of harvest home. 
All be safely gathered in, Ere the winter storms begin; 
God, our Maker, doth provide, For our wants to be supplied. 
Come to God's own temple, come; Raise the song of harvest home. 

2 All the world is God's own field, Fruit unto His praise to yield; 
Wheat and tares together sown, Unto joy or sorrow grown. 
First the blade and then the ear, Then the full corn shall appear. 
Lord of harvest, grant that we, Wholesome grain and pure may be. 

3 For the Lord, our God, shall come, And shall take His harvest home, 
From His field shall in that day, All offences purge away, 
Give His angels charge at last, In the fire the tares to cast, 
But the fruitful ears to store, In His garner evermore. 

4 Even so, Lord, quickly come, To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, Free from sorrow, free from sin, 
There, forever purified, In Thy garner to abide: 
Come with all Thine angels, come, Raise the glorious harvest home. 

PRAYER  
O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of Your 
final judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with You in perfect joy 
hereafter; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43  

24 He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven may be compared 
to a man who sowed good seed in his field, 25 but while his men were sleeping, his enemy came 
and sowed weeds among the wheat and went away. 26 So when the plants came up and bore 
grain, then the weeds appeared also. 27 And the servants of the master of the house came and said 
to him, ‘Master, did you not sow good seed in your field? How then does it have weeds?’ 28 He 
said to them, ‘An enemy has done this.’ So the servants said to him, ‘Then do you want us to go 



and gather them?’ 29 But he said, ‘No, lest in gathering the weeds you root up the wheat along 
with them. 30 Let both grow together until the harvest, and at harvest time I will tell the 
reapers, “Gather the weeds first and bind them in bundles to be burned, but gather the wheat into 
my barn.”’”  

36 Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples came to him, 
saying, “Explain to us the parable of the weeds of the field.” 37 He answered, “The one who sows 
the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good seed is the sons of the 
kingdom. The weeds are the sons of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sowed them is the 
devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. 40 Just as the weeds are 
gathered and burned with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will send his 
angels, and they will gather out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all law-breakers, 42 and 
throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of 
teeth. 43 Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. He who has 
ears, let him hear. 
 
 Why does evil seem to get the upper hand so much?  Evil and injustice seems to be found 
everywhere.  Its like trying to keep the weeds out of my lawn.  No matter what I do I cannot keep 
the weeds out of my lawn.  Evil is bigger than anything I can do as well.  St. Paul had the same 
problem but he also understood the solution. “7 So to keep me from becoming conceited because 
of the surpassing greatness of the revelations, a thorn was given me in the flesh, a messenger of 
Satan to harass me, to keep me from becoming conceited. 8 Three times I pleaded with the Lord 
about this, that it should leave me. 9 But he said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my 
power is made perfect in weakness.”  Therefore I will boast all the more gladly of my 
weaknesses, so that the power of Christ may rest upon me.” (2nd Corinthians 12)  The Lord left 
that thorn in the flesh so that Paul would continue to see the Lord’s grace as sufficient. Like Paul 
God’s grace is sufficient for us too.  The defeat of sin, death, and Satan is not our responsibility.  
It is God’s as seen in the death and resurrection of His Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.  It is also seen 
in the work of the Holy Spirit so we can believe in Jesus and receive God’s forgiveness, His 
grace.  Evil no longer has the upper hand in us because of Christ and evil will be permanently put 
down forever on Judgement Day.  We live each day with God’s forgiveness and His strength 
looking forward to the day we will shine like the sun in the kingdom of our heavenly Father.  
Until that day we have the words God speaks to His people in the book of Isaiah, “Fear not, for I 
am with you; be not dismayed, for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you, I will 
uphold you with my righteous right hand.” (Isaiah 41:10) 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace.    


