
Easter (4/12/2020) 
Angel Eyes 

 
Early on Easter morning, the angel, which means “messenger,” announced what he knew to be 
true: the tomb was empty because Christ had risen. The women were initially overcome with 
fear, as anyone would be if confronted by a holy herald from God. Their physical eyes would not 
see our Lord until He revealed Himself. But we have been given the angel’s eyes, as it were, for 
by faith we see our Lord with us now. The news the angel proclaimed is too good to keep to 
ourselves. As God’s messengers today, it is our turn to tell the world that He is risen indeed! 
Alleluia! 
 
Jesus Christ Is Risen Today [LSB 457] 
1 Jesus Christ is ris'n today, Alleluia! 
Our triumphant holy day, Alleluia! 
Who did once upon the cross, Alleluia! 
Suffer to redeem our loss, Alleluia! 

2 Hymns of praise then let us sing, Alleluia! 
Unto Christ, our heav'nly king, Alleluia! 
Who endured the cross and grave, Alleluia! 
Sinners to redeem and save, Alleluia! 

3 But the pains which He endured, Alleluia! 
Our salvation have procured; Alleluia! 
Now above the sky He’s king, Alleluia! 
Where the angels ever sing, Alleluia! 

4 Sing we to our God above, Alleluia! 
Praise eternal as His love; Alleluia! 
Praise Him, all ye heav'nly host, Alleluia! 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Alleluia! 

Prayer 
Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, You destroyed death and 
brought life and immortality to light. Grant that we who have been raised with Him may abide in 
His presence and rejoice in the hope of eternal glory; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 

Mark 16:1–8 
When the Sabbath was past, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought 
spices, so that they might go and anoint him. 2 And very early on the first day of the week, when 
the sun had risen, they went to the tomb. 3 And they were saying to one another, “Who will roll 
away the stone for us from the entrance of the tomb?” 4 And looking up, they saw that the stone 
had been rolled back—it was very large. 5 And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting 
on the right side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed. 6 And he said to them, “Do not 
be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See the 
place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to 
Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.” 8 And they went out and fled from the tomb, 



for trembling and astonishment had seized them, and they said nothing to anyone, for they were 
afraid. 
  

We need to see Easter, this year especially, the way the angel did sitting beside the tomb 
that first Easter morn. This isn’t a typical Easter this year.  We are not together at church this 
Easter because of the Covid-19 pandemic.  The pandemic has caused such disruption in the 
whole world and not only to those who have become sick.  The economy has been severely 
effected and lives have been changed considerably.  We might think that this should not be 
happening but we were warned. “And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are 
not alarmed, for this must take place, but the end is not yet.  For nation will rise against nation, 
and kingdom against kingdom, and there will be famines and earthquakes in various places.” 
(Matthew 24:6-7)  What is happening now is severe. However, it has happened in the past and it 
will happen again. This is the heritage of sin. It would seem insurmountable but not if we see 
things through angel eyes. 
 It would seem like Satan has won.  Jesus died on the cross and His lifeless body was 
placed in the tomb. Now it is Sunday morning the women are going to the tomb with spices to 
finish what they could not before the Sabbath. “And looking up, they saw that the stone had been 
rolled back—it was very large. And entering the tomb, they saw a young man sitting on the right 
side, dressed in a white robe, and they were alarmed.” (Mark 16:4-5) They needed to see what 
the angel saw.  The Son of God risen from the dead.  So the angel told them what He saw. “Do 
not be alarmed. You seek Jesus of Nazareth, who was crucified. He has risen; he is not here. See 
the place where they laid him.  But go, tell his disciples and Peter that he is going before you to 
Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.”  (Mark 16:6-7)  Through angel eyes we see 
the same thing.  Through the faith we have in Jesus we see the empty tomb. 
 Jesus’ resurrection is stronger than anything we are facing here and now.  Our sins are 
forgiven and we have eternal life promised to us through faith in Jesus Christ.  His resurrection is 
the proof. “I have been crucified with Christ. It is no longer I who live, but Christ who lives in 
me. And the life I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
Himself for me.” (Galatians 2:20)  We may not have been physically together today but through 
Christ we always are. “For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members 
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  For in one Spirit we were all 
baptized into one body, Jews or Greeks, slaves or free and all were made to drink of one Spirit.” 
(1 Corinthians 12:12-13)  May our eyes always stay fixed on Jesus who paid the price for our sin 
and was raised for our salvation.  Christ is risen.  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 


