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The earthly ministry of Jesus was for the most part in a restricted geographical area. For the three 
years of His public work, He traveled in the area of Judea and Galilee with a singular sojourn 

through Samaria. But at least on one occasion, He went beyond familiar boundaries north to the 
district of Tyre and Sidon, in what today is Lebanon. There He brought healing for the daughter 
of a Canaanite woman, a person seen as a Gentile and an inferior by the Jews of His home area. 

The love of Jesus broke down barriers and reached across divides. As people who have been 
sought out by Jesus, we seek ways to extend His love as the Holy Spirit works in and through us. 

 
“Oh, for a Thousand Tongues to Sing” [LSB 528] 

1 Oh, for a thousand tongues to sing 
My great Redeemer's praise, 

The glories of my God and King, 
The triumphs of His grace! 

2 My gracious Master and my God, 
Assist me to proclaim, 

To spread through all the earth abroad, 
The honors of Thy name. 

3 Jesus! The name that charms our fears, 
That bids our sorrows cease; 

'Tis music in the sinner's ears, 
'Tis life and health and peace. 

4 He breaks the pow'r of canceled sin; 
He sets the pris'ner free. 

His blood can make the foulest clean; 
His blood avails for me. 

5 Look unto Him, ye nations; own 
Your God, ye fallen race. 

Look and be saved through faith alone, 
Be justified by grace. 

6 See all your sins on Jesus laid; 
The Lamb of God was slain. 

His soul was once an off'ring made 
For ev'ry soul of man. 

7 To God all glory, praise, and love 
Be now and ever giv'n 



By saints below and saints above, 
The Church in earth and heav'n. 

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 15:21–28 
21 And Jesus went away from there and withdrew to the district of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And 

behold, a Canaanite woman from that region came out and was crying, “Have mercy on me, O 
Lord, Son of David; my daughter is severely oppressed by a demon.” 23 But he did not answer 
her a word. And his disciples came and begged him, saying, “Send her away, for she is crying 

out after us.” 24 He answered, “I was sent only to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 But she 
came and knelt before him, saying, “Lord, help me.” 26 And he answered, “It is not right to take 
the children's bread and throw it to the dogs.” 27 She said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the dogs eat the 
crumbs that fall from their masters' table.” 28 Then Jesus answered her, “O woman, great is your 

faith! Be it done for you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed instantly. 
 

God does not make distinctions the way we do.  “For the foolishness of God is wiser than men, 
and the weakness of God is stronger than men.” (1 Corinthians 1:25)  Human wisdom makes 
distinctions, separating people on the basis of wealth, power, and prestige. God’s foolishness 

treats everyone the same. After all, Christ’s death on the cross paid the price for everyone’s sin 
regardless of who they are.  In fact this could not have had better emphasis than God being born 

in human flesh to parents of no real significance and then having this announced by angels to 
some shepherds taking care of their sheep.  Of course throughout Scripture God has had a habit 

of using people who were considered nobodies at the time to do important work for Him.  David 
a shepherd boy at twelve years old slays Goliath and eventually becomes king of Israel. Many of 
the prophets came from obscure backgrounds to be commanded to speak the very words of God.  

Jesus called twelve men to follow Him who were fishermen and other undistinguished 
backgrounds.  In a story found in Matthew that you read up above a woman that His disciples 

wanted nothing to do with Jesus chose to help.  She was not a Jew.  She was to be avoided. Jesus 
tested her.  She persevered.  Jesus commended her faith and healed her daughter. 

She knew Jesus would not ignore her based on who she was.  This is why the weakness of God is 
stronger than men.  God’s weakness is His love in His Son Jesus Christ while man’s strength is 
found in the things, he can gather in his hands that will become someone else’s when he dies.  

God’s love is found in the forgiveness won for us by Christ that we receive by faith unto eternal 
life.  This is available to anyone who believes in Jesus.  “ For there is no distinction between Jew 

and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call on 
him.  For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.“ (Romans 10:12-13)   If 

God makes no distinctions then, how can we? 
 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 

deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

 
BENEDICTION 



The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
 


