
EIGHTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
Hidden Treasure 

July 26, 2020 
 
Treasures are hard to find and even harder to hold on to. Jesus describes the kingdom of God as a 
great treasure hidden in a field, a pearl of great price, and a net full of fish. But this treasure is 
one of God’s own making. He esteems us His treasured possession and delivers up His own Son 
that we might be His own and live under Him in His kingdom without end.  
 
“O God of Love, O King of Peace,” [LSB 751] 
1 O God of love, O King of peace, 
Make wars throughout the world to cease; 
The rage of nations now restrain: 
Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

2 Remember, Lord, Thy works of old, 
The wonders that Thy people told; 
Remember not our sins' dark stain: 
Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

3 Whom shall we trust but Thee, O Lord? 
Where rest but on Thy faithful word? 
None ever called on Thee in vain: 
Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

4 Where saints and angels dwell above, 
All hearts are knit in holy love; 
O bind us in that heav'nly chain: 
Give peace, O God, give peace again! 

PRAYER 
Mighty God, Your love once called a people and made them Your chosen instrument from which 
You would bring forth Your Son. Grant to us the same love and grace that we might be Your 
own and live under You in Your kingdom forevermore; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT Deuteronomy 7:6–9  
6 “For you are a people holy to the LORD your God. The LORD your God has chosen you to be a 
people for his treasured possession, out of all the peoples who are on the face of the earth. 7 It 
was not because you were more in number than any other people that the LORD set his love on 
you and chose you, for you were the fewest of all peoples, 8 but it is because the LORD loves you 
and is keeping the oath that he swore to your fathers, that the LORD has brought you out with a 
mighty hand and redeemed you from the house of slavery, from the hand of Pharaoh king of 
Egypt. 9 Know therefore that the LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant 
and steadfast love with those who love him and keep his commandments, to a thousand 
generations. 



 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 13:44–52  
44 “The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man found and covered up. 
Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and buys that field. 45 “Again, the kingdom of 
heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls, 46 who, on finding one pearl of great 
value, went and sold all that he had and bought it. 47 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net 
that was thrown into the sea and gathered fish of every kind. 48 When it was full, men drew it 
ashore and sat down and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. 49 So it will be 
at the end of the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous 50 and 
throw them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 
51 “Have you understood all these things?” They said to him, “Yes.” 52 And he said to 
them, “Therefore every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is like a master of 
a house, who brings out of his treasure what is new and what is old.” 

 The kingdom of heaven is like, is a phrase that begins a number of Jesus’ parables. When 
I was in grade school at Concordia Lutheran, I first heard a phrase about parables that I would 
hear again and again.  A parable is an earthly story with a heavenly meaning.  Each parable 
would be a rather simple story about farming, fishing, or some other simple thing but would have 
important spiritual significance.  The kingdom of heaven as a hidden treasure that is valuable 
enough to give up everything else is of great significance. What is it that God gives us that could 
be of such value?  It is certainly not something we can see or hold in our hands.  It is faith in our 
Lord Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of our sins.  This faith receives the forgiveness which 
Christ won for us when he died on the cross to pay the price for sin.  This faith can be trusted 
because it was given to us by the power of the Holy Spirit through the Word of God.  The 
kingdom of heaven for us right now is truly a kingdom of the heart, of faith in Jesus Christ.  This 
gives us new insight because of what the writer of the book of Hebrews offers us in the opening 
verses of chapter eleven and twelve. “11 Now faith is the assurance of things hoped for, the 
conviction of things not seen. 2 For by it the people of old received their commendation. 3 By 
faith we understand that the universe was created by the Word of God, so that what is seen was 
not made out of things that are visible. 12 Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud 
of witnesses, let us also lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of 
our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is 
seated at the right hand of the throne of God.”  The faith we have, this kingdom of the heart, 
comes from God and brings us to God.  It is God’s kingdom within us, a kingdom to be 
cherished.  It is also a treasure to be shared as James writes, “But someone will say, “You have 
faith and I have works.” Show me your faith apart from your works, and I will show you my 
faith by my works.” (James 2:18)        
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 



BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 


