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“Let us ever walk with Jesus, Follow His example pure.” These poetic words of a favorite hymn, 
written in the 1600s by Sigismund von Birken, have a special meaning for us each day. Although 
the author intended that his hymn about following the example of Jesus be sung in the Lenten 
season, when there is a focus on themes of sacrifice and self-giving, the words fit equally well in 
Eastertide. No season, even one as joyous and victorious as Easter, is without its challenges that 
may include some sorts of suffering. There are no times when we are exempted from taking up 
our crosses and following the Lord. The Good Shepherd stands ready in every season to lead His 
flock with loving care! 
 
“The King of Love My Shepherd Is” [LSB 709] 
1 The King of Love my Shepherd is, Whose goodness faileth never; 
I nothing lack if I am His, And He is mine forever. 

2 Where streams of living water flow, My ransomed soul He leadeth 
And, where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feedeth. 

3 Perverse and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love He sought me 
And on His shoulder gently laid, And home rejoicing brought me. 

4 In death's dark vale I fear no ill, With Thee, dear Lord, beside me, 
Thy rod and staff my comfort still, Thy cross before to guide me. 

5 Thou spreadst a table in my sight; Thine unction grace bestoweth; 
And oh, what transport of delight, From Thy pure chalice floweth! 

6 And so through all the length of days, Thy goodness faileth never; 
Good Shepherd, may I sing Thy praise, Within Thy house forever! 

1 Peter 2:19–25 
19 For it is commendable if someone bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because they are 
conscious of God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and 
endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 
21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you 
should follow in his steps. 22 “He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth.”  

23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no 
threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 “He himself bore our sins” in 
his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you 
have been healed.” 25 For “you were like sheep going astray,”  but now you have returned to the 
Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 
 
 In the 23rd Psalm David tells us why the Lord is His shepherd. “He makes me lie down in 
green pastures, he leads me beside quiet waters, he refreshes my soul. He guides me along the 



right paths for his name’s sake.” (Psalm 23:2-3)  This is encouraging because we are in the same 
kind of need.  Left to ourselves we cannot find green pasture, our waters are troubled, our souls 
are in anguish, and we find the wrong paths.  We need our shepherd, our Lord Jesus Christ.  We 
need to acknowledge that we are not sufficient unto ourselves “Christ suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, that you should follow in his steps.” (1 Peter 2:21)  An example of selflessness 
is what he has shown us.  He endured much for us “He himself bore our sins” in his body on the 
cross, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; “by his wounds you have been 
healed.” (1 Peter 2:24)  Jesus became sin for us who are full of sin.  Now we can stand with 
Jesus rather than against Him.   

We live in a peculiar world, a world full of problems, everyone for themselves.  Standing 
with Jesus, following His example means standing against selfishness and greed.  We will face 
opposition and we will need to endure. David encourages us again in Psalm 23, “Even though I 
walk through the darkest valley, I will fear no evil, for you are with me; your rod and your staff, 
they comfort me.” (23:4) It does not matter how difficult things may get. Our Good Shepherd 
will never leave us.  He went all the way to the cross for us.  There is nothing that can happen to 
us that would cause Him to turn away from us.  Regardless of how hard things might get our 
Good Shepherd will always provide for us. “You prepare a table before me in the presence of my 
enemies. You anoint my head with oil; my cup overflows.” (23:5)  We are invited to look ahead 
in the forgiveness we have by faith in Jesus Christ.  We are meant for more than what is 
available in this imperfect world and the momentary pleasures that we may find in it. “Surely 
your goodness and love will follow me all the days of my life, and I will dwell in the house of 
the LORD forever.” (23:6) The forgiveness we have in Christ assures us of God’s love each and 
everyday of our lives not just here but eternally in the house of the Lord forever. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 
 


