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We find ourselves in a similar situation as the first disciples in Acts 1, left still to wonder at what 
awaits us between our Lord’s ascension and His promised return. We do not need to see Him 
with our eyes to know He is still with us, speaking to and strengthening us with His gift of 
salvation and eternal life. He gives us His mercy. In Jesus, our lives have been transformed. We 
are given power to avoid suffering from our own sinful passions to the blessed suffering that 
marks taking up our cross of faith and following Jesus. As the Day of Pentecost approaches, we 
will understand and believe by means of the Holy Spirit our unity with Christ and God the Father 
through faith in Him. 
 
“Beautiful Savior” [LSB 537] 
1 Beautiful Savior, King of creation,  
Son of God and Son of Man!  
Truly I'd love Thee, Truly I'd serve Thee,  
Light of my soul, my joy, my crown.  

2 Fair are the meadows, Fair are the woodlands,  
Robed in flow'rs of blooming spring;  
Jesus is fairer, Jesus is purer;  
He makes our sorr'wing spirit sing.  

3 Fair is the sunshine, Fair is the moonlight,  
Bright the sparkling stars on high;  
Jesus shines brighter, Jesus shines purer  
Than all the angels in the sky.  

4 Beautiful Savior, Lord of the nations, 
Son of God and Son of Man!  
Glory and honor, Praise, adoration,  
Now and forevermore be Thine!  

1 Peter 4:12–19; 5:6–11 
4 12 Dear friends, do not be surprised at the fiery ordeal that has come on you to test you, as 
though something strange were happening to you. 13 But rejoice inasmuch as you participate in 
the sufferings of Christ, so that you may be overjoyed when his glory is revealed. 14 If you are 
insulted because of the name of Christ, you are blessed, for the Spirit of glory and of God rests 
on you. 15 If you suffer, it should not be as a murderer or thief or any other kind of criminal, or 
even as a meddler. 16 However, if you suffer as a Christian, do not be ashamed, but praise God 
that you bear that name. 17 For it is time for judgment to begin with God’s household; and if it 
begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 18 And, 
“If it is hard for the righteous to be saved,  what will become of the ungodly and the sinner?” 
19 So then, those who suffer according to God’s will should commit themselves to their faithful 
Creator and continue to do good. 5 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, 



that he may lift you up in due time. 7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you. 8 Be 
alert and of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for 
someone to devour. 9 Resist him, standing firm in the faith, because you know that the family of 
believers throughout the world is undergoing the same kind of sufferings. 10 And the God of all 
grace, who called you to his eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will 
himself restore you and make you strong, firm, and steadfast. 11 To him be the power for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

  
 Memorial Day commemorates all those who have served to preserve our freedom, 
especially those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice.  Our soldiers have fought many enemies 
over the history of our country. These enemies could be seen and our soldiers had the tools to 
defend us.  During this pandemic we find ourselves with an enemy, Covid-19, without a good 
defense.  We can slow this enemy down but we have yet to develop a means to stop it. There are 
those who do not take this enemy seriously.  They do not social distance and they do not wear a 
mask as if this enemy, Covid-19, cannot touch them.  Well it can.  Just like another enemy that 
Christians often do not take seriously or even believe does not exist.  Peter writes, “Be alert and 
of sober mind. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to 
devour.” (1 Peter 5:8)  The Devil told Eve that nothing but good things would happen if she ate 
from the tree that God commanded that she should not. Adam and Eve did eat and found that the 
Devil lied.  The Devil continues to lie.  He tells us that there are no consequences if we ignore 
what God tells us.  God will not abandon us if we sin freely ignoring His Word.  He would never 
do that.  
 We cannot get rid of sin by just ignoring it.  There is only one remedy, repentance 
founded upon faith in Jesus who died on the cross to pay for our sins. “Humble yourselves, 
therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on 
him because he cares for you.” (1 Peter 5:6-7)  Ignoring sin will never cause it to go away.  If we 
ever believe that ignoring sin is the answer then the Devil has won. This is why Peter closes with 
the following words to encourage us in our troubles for the faith in this world.  “Resist him (the 
Devil), standing firm in the faith, ………And the God of all grace, who called you to his eternal 
glory in Christ, after you have suffered a little while, will himself restore you and make you 
strong, firm, and steadfast.” (1 Peter 5:9-10)  Ignoring the problem is never the solution.  Using 
the tools that God gives us will cause the Devil to go screaming into the night.  In Holy Baptism, 
Absolution, Communion, and the preaching of God’s Word we have the tools to strengthen the 
faith God has given us and to prevent the Devil from deceiving us 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26. 


