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With the comforting words of our Savior, spoken before His passion and death, and now spoken 
in our ears as He is risen from death, our Lord today increases our confidence in the truth of our 
new righteousness through the continued forgiveness of our sins. In this Easter faith, we are 
more than prepared to face the challenges of living now as strangers and foreigners in this world, 
that is, as a royal priesthood, a holy nation, a people for God’s own possession. Those challenges 
may begin simply in our daily living but also may increase as they have in our day with 
increasing confusion in the public square. Ultimately, as we hear of St. Stephen, the first martyr 
for the faith, the confession of this faith has become a life or death issue for many even in our 
own day. Regardless of the intensity of the good fight of the faith, we see our Savior Jesus come 
to deliver us. We see Him in the water of Baptism with His Word, in the body and blood we 
share at His command, in the authoritative and comforting word of Holy Absolution, and in His 
Word preached, as we wait to see Him come to “take you to Myself, that where I am you may be 
also” (John 14:3). Let us join all creation in praise to our saving Lord. 
 
“At the Lamb’s High Feast We Sing” [LSB 633] 
1 At the Lamb's high feast we sing, Praise to our victorious King, 
Who has washed us in the tide, Flowing from His piercèd side. Alleluia! 

2 Praise we Him, whose love divine, Gives His sacred blood for wine, 
Gives His Body for the feast, Christ the victim, Christ the priest. Alleluia! 

3 Where the paschal blood is poured, Death's dread angel sheathes the sword; 
Israel's hosts triumphant go, Through the wave that drowns the foe. Alleluia! 

4 Praise we Christ, whose blood was shed, Paschal victim, paschal bread; 
With sincerity and love, Eat we manna from above. Alleluia! 

5 Mighty Victim from the sky, Hell's fierce pow'rs beneath You lie; 
You have conquered in the fight, You have brought us life and light. Alleluia! 

6 Now no more can death appall, Now no more the grave enthrall; 
You have opened paradise, And Your saints in You shall rise. Alleluia! 

7 Easter triumph, Easter joy! This alone can sin destroy; 
From sin's pow'r, Lord, set us free, Newborn souls in You to be. Alleluia! 

8 Father, who the crown shall give, Savior, by whose death we live, 
Spirit, guide through all our days; Three in One, Your name we praise. Alleluia! 

Acts 6:1–9; 7:2a, 51–60 
6 1In those days when the number of disciples was increasing, the Hellenistic Jews  among them 
complained against the Hebraic Jews because their widows were being overlooked in the daily 



distribution of food. 2 So the Twelve gathered all the disciples together and said, “It would not be 
right for us to neglect the ministry of the word of God in order to wait on tables. 3 Brothers and 
sisters, choose seven men from among you who are known to be full of the Spirit and wisdom. 
We will turn this responsibility over to them 4 and will give our attention to prayer and the 
ministry of the word.” 5 This proposal pleased the whole group. They chose Stephen, a man full 
of faith and of the Holy Spirit; also Philip, Procorus, Nicanor, Timon, Parmenas, and Nicolas 
from Antioch, a convert to Judaism. 6 They presented these men to the apostles, who prayed and 
laid their hands on them. 7 So the word of God spread. The number of disciples in Jerusalem 
increased rapidly, and a large number of priests became obedient to the faith. 8 Now Stephen, a 
man full of God’s grace and power, performed great wonders and signs among the people. 
9 Opposition arose, however, from members of the Synagogue of the Freedmen (as it was 
called)—Jews of Cyrene and Alexandria as well as the provinces of Cilicia and Asia—who 
began to argue with Stephen. 7 2 To this he replied: “Brothers and fathers, listen to me! 51 “You 
stiff-necked people! Your hearts and ears are still uncircumcised. You are just like your 
ancestors: You always resist the Holy Spirit! 52 Was there ever a prophet your ancestors did not 
persecute? They even killed those who predicted the coming of the Righteous One. And now you 
have betrayed and murdered him— 53 you who have received the law that was given through 
angels but have not obeyed it.” 54 When the members of the Sanhedrin heard this, they were 
furious and gnashed their teeth at him. 55 But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to 
heaven and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God. 56 “Look,” he said, 
“I see heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.”  57 At this they 
covered their ears and, yelling at the top of their voices, they all rushed at him, 58 dragged him 
out of the city and began to stone him. Meanwhile, the witnesses laid their coats at the feet of a 
young man named Saul. 59 While they were stoning him, Stephen prayed, “Lord Jesus, receive 
my spirit.” 60 Then he fell on his knees and cried out, “Lord, do not hold this sin against them.” 
When he had said this, he fell asleep. 

 A good share of the time life seems rather ordinary.  There’s work, school, shopping, 
home life, and play.  It is easy not to see God in the ordinary because it seems like we are taking 
care of everything ourselves.  There are times when things seem extraordinary, a pandemic 
certainly qualifies.  Not paying attention to God in the ordinary influences us to forget to see God 
in the extraordinary, that He is in every part of our lives. It is for our whole life that God sent His 
Son to die on the cross to pay for our sin and rise from the dead to prove the victory there is over 
sin, death, and the power of Satan. We are assured that the Lord will be with us in all things. 
“For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the present 
nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be 
able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” (Romans 8:38-39)                                  
 Stephen saw the Lord in the ordinary things he was asked to do in the church and the 
Lord chose to do some extraordinary things through him. This prepared Stephen so that when he 
found himself in an extraordinary situation, he knew the Lord was with him.  He spoke the truth 
to the Jews that were confronting him. “But Stephen, full of the Holy Spirit, looked up to heaven 
and saw the glory of God, and Jesus standing at the right hand of God.  “Look,” he said, “I see 
heaven open and the Son of Man standing at the right hand of God.” (Acts 7:55-56)  Stephen 
may have been aware that speaking the truth by the power of the Holy Spirit would not be well 
received. The truth he shared was not well received.  As he was stoned to death, he knew his 



death would not be in vain so he was able to pray for those killing him.  God used this event to 
get His message proclaimed in a way that could not be ignored. 
 Be assured that the Lord is with you during these extraordinary times because He has 
always been with you.  Jesus was not kidding when He said, ‘And surely I am with you always, 
to the very end of the age.” (Matthew 28:20) 
  
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 

 

 


