
Holy Thursday  (4/9/2020) 
Eyes on Jesus: More Than Meets the Eye   
 
This Lent, we have been using the metaphor of eyesight to examine how the various people in 
Mark’s Gospel viewed Jesus during His Passion. In most cases, they misunderstood who He was 
and what He was doing; then again, sometimes by faith people did recognize Him correctly. 

 
As we conclude these forty days of Lent, looking within ourselves as people of faith in our day, 
we again ask how we are like or unlike the people who saw Jesus in the flesh. Most important, as 
we gather for worship, we see again what Jesus has done to save us from our sins by His holy, 
precious blood and innocent suffering and death. 

 
It is difficult for us to look through the eyes of the disciples when they were celebrating 
Passover, but it was within that context that Jesus pronounced the bread and wine to be His body 
and blood. Today, it is within the liturgy of the Lord’s Supper that our Lord’s words call us to 
recognize more than meets our physical eyes. 

 
Jesus, Greatest at the Table  [LSB 446] 
Jesus, greatest at the table, The almighty Son of Man, 
Laid aside His outer clothing, Poured some water in a pan; 
As the Twelve lay, hushed in silence, He the servant’s task began. 
 
Marvel how their Lord and teacher, Gently taught not to vie 
He humbly knelt before them, Dusty feet to wash and dry, 
By His tender touch expressing, True compassion from on high. 
 
Jesus took the role of Servant,  When upon that gruesome span, 
For all human sin He suffered, As a vile and loathsome man; 
On the cross poured out like water, To fulfill the Father's plan. 
 
Can we fathom such deep mercy? Do we see what God has done? 
Who can grasp this great reversal: Love that gives His only Son? 
Christ, the sinless for the sinner, For the many dies the One. 
 
Jesus gave to His disciples, A commandment that was new: 
"Show My love to one another, Do as I have done for you; 
All the world will know You love Me, As you love each other too." 
 
Exodus 12:1–14 
1The LORD said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt, 2“This month shall be for you the 
beginning of months. It shall be the first month of the year for you. 3Tell all the congregation of 
Israel that on the tenth day of this month every man shall take a lamb according to their fathers’ 
houses, a lamb for a household. 4And if the household is too small for a lamb, then he and his 
nearest neighbor shall take according to the number of persons; according to what each can eat 
you shall make your count for the lamb. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a male a year old. 
You may take it from the sheep or from the goats, 6and you shall keep it until the fourteenth day 



of this month, when the whole assembly of the congregation of Israel shall kill their lambs at 
twilight. 7“Then they shall take some of the blood and put it on the two doorposts and the lintel 
of the houses in which they eat it. 8They shall eat the flesh that night, roasted on the fire; with 
unleavened bread and bitter herbs they shall eat it. 9Do not eat any of it raw or boiled in water, 
but roasted, its head with its legs and its inner parts. 10And you shall let none of it remain until 
the morning; anything that remains until the morning you shall burn. 11In this manner you shall 
eat it: with your belt fastened, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand. And you 
shall eat it in haste. It is the LORD’s Passover. 12For I will pass through the land of Egypt that 
night, and I will strike all the firstborn in the land of Egypt, both man and beast; and on all the 
gods of Egypt I will execute judgments: I am the LORD. 13The blood shall be a sign for you, on 
the houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague will 
befall you to destroy you, when I strike the land of Egypt. 14“This day shall be for you a 
memorial day, and you shall keep it as a feast to the LORD; throughout your generations, as a 
statute forever, you shall keep it as a feast.” 

 
Mark 14:22-25 
22 And as they were eating, he took bread, and after blessing it broke it and gave it to them, and 
said, “Take; this is my body.” 23 And he took a cup, and when he had given thanks he gave it to 
them, and they all drank of it. 24 And he said to them, “This is my blood of the covenant, which is 
poured out for many. 25 Truly, I say to you, I will not drink again of the fruit of the vine until that 
day when I drink it new in the kingdom of God.” 
 
 The Passover Meal that Jesus sat down with His disciples to eat looked back to the 10th 
plague in Egypt described in Exodus. To every house that was not protected by the blood of 
lambs, the Lord came and struck down firstborn sons. On the other hand, the Lord caused death 
to pass over houses marked by the blood of a lamb. There was more than meets the eye under the 
simple bread and wine of an ordinary Passover Meal. Through the power of Jesus’ Word, the 
bread is truly His body and the wine is truly His blood, given to His disciples, then and now, for 
the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. The Passover and the sacrificial system of Israel 
pointed to Jesus’ once-for-all sacrificial death on the cross, but now these Old Testament 
ceremonies must give way to the New Testament in His blood. ” For, as you come in faith to 
Jesus to feed on His body and His blood given and shed for you, Jesus promises, “Whoever feeds 
on My flesh and drinks My blood has eternal life, and I will raise him up on the last day. For My 
flesh is true food, and My blood is true drink. Whoever feeds on My flesh and drinks My blood 
abides in Me, and I in him”  (John 6:54–56). 
 
Lord’s Prayer 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Psalm 67:6-7 (English Standard Version) 
God, our God, shall bless us. 7 God shall bless us; 
let all the ends of the earth fear him! 


