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Sometimes the simplest of words carry the greatest of importance. As Jesus speaks with the 
doubting disciple Thomas gathered in a special room with the disciples a few days after the 
resurrection, He says simply, “See.” But that is all He needs to say. It confirms the powerful 
truth that He is indeed arisen from the dead. Today we are faithful people gathered in a different 
room—but also with those who are disciples of the Lord. And He has promised to be with us and 
among us in the upper room. As we worship, we will see signs of His abiding presence. 
 
O Sons and Daughters of the King  [LSB 470] 
1 O sons and daughters of the King, Whom heav'nly hosts in glory sing, 
Today the grave hath lost its sting! Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 

2 That Easter morn, at break of day, The faithful women went their way 
To seek the tomb where Jesus lay. Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 

3 An angel clad in white they see, Who sits and speaks unto the three, 
"Your Lord will go to Galilee." Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 

4 That night the Apostles met in fear; Among them came their master dear 
And said: "My peace be with you here." Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 

5 When Thomas first the tidings heard, That they had seen the risen Lord, 
He doubted the disciples' word. Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 

6 "My pierced side, O Thomas, see, And look upon My hands, My feet; 
Not faithless but believing be." Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 

7 No longer Thomas then denied; He saw the feet, the hands, the side; 
"You are my Lord and God!" he cried. Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 

8 How blest are they that have not seen, And yet whose faith has constant been, 
For they eternal life shall win. Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 

9 On this most holy day of days, Be laud and jubilee and praise: 
To God your hearts and voices raise. Alleluia! alleluia! alleluia! 

John 20:19–31 
19 On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being locked where the 
disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said to them, “Peace 
be with you.” 20 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the 
disciples were glad when they saw the Lord. 21 Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As 
the Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22 And when he had said this, he breathed on 
them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23 If you forgive the sins of any, they are 



forgiven them; if you withhold forgiveness from any, it is withheld.” 24 Now Thomas, one of the 
twelve, called the Twin, was not with them when Jesus came. 25 So the other disciples told him, 
“We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, 
and place my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will never 
believe.” 26 Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with them. 
Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with 
you.” 27 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, and see my hands; and put out your hand, 
and place it in my side. Do not disbelieve, but believe.” 28 Thomas answered him, “My Lord and 
my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed are those 
who have not seen and yet have believed.” 30 Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 
the disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written so that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in his name. 

 
 The disciples that first Easter evening were behind locked doors out of fear, as John 
writes “for fear of the Jews.”  The disciples fear was getting in the way of remembering the 
promises Jesus made.  The women had returned from the tomb and told them what the angel had 
said which summarizes easily to Jesus is risen from the dead.  He is alive. It didn’t seem to make 
much difference. They were afraid and behind closed, locked doors. They were dominated by 
their fear and unable to see the solution to it.  When we are focused on our fear, we are focused 
on ourselves. When we are focused on ourselves it is difficult to see the solution too. 
 What are we afraid of? Everyone has specific fears but they all stem from certain basic 
things.  Will we have enough money? What kinds of misfortunes will we have to face?  Will we 
be able to provide for our families? The Convid-19 Virus pandemic hits us where many of our 
fears live.  Our fears blind us to the one who hears and responds.  In our fear we forget that our 
Lord wishes to take away our fear and replace it with confidence based on the resurrection.  This 
confidence is based on Jesus’ words, “Peace be with you.” 
 God’s peace does not guarantee the absence of conflict but peace in the midst of conflict 
or in this case a pandemic.  It is peace which can break through our fears as surely as Jesus came 
through the locked door and His words of peace broke through the fear locking up the disciple’s 
hearts.  John express this simply in words found in his first letter. “perfect love casts out fear.” (1 
John 4:18)  God’s perfect love is expressed in His peace.  God’s peace is His forgiveness won by 
Christ on the cross and proven by His resurrection.  By faith in Jesus as our Lord and Savior, this 
is the peace we have. Jesus’ words fit well here. “I have said these things to you, that in me you 
may have peace. In the world you will have tribulation. But take heart; I have overcome the 
world.” (John 16:33)  Of course what John also records explains this further. “Now Jesus did 
many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are not written in this book;  but these are 
written so that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing 
you may have life in his name.” (John 20:30-31)  So peace be with you. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 



BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.    Numbers 6:24–26 
 


