Good Friday (4/10/2020)
Eyes on Jesus: God’s Eyes
As we conclude these forty days of Lent, looking within ourselves as people of faith in our day,
we again ask how we are like or unlike the people who saw Jesus in the flesh. Most important, as
we gather for worship, we see again what Jesus has done to save us from our sins by His holy,
precious blood and innocent suffering and death.
We are standing at the foot of the cross, but there are others standing with us. Simon of Cyrene,
the people who mock Jesus, and the centurion all have their eyes on the cross as well. But the
only viewpoint that truly matters is that of the triune God. The Father sees our sins taken upon
Jesus on the cross, the Son looks on us in forgiving mercy, and the Holy Spirit sees the message
we are to proclaim. “Oh, come, let us fix our eyes on Jesus” (Hebrews 12:2).
When I Survey the Wondrous Cross {LSB 425]
1 When I survey the wondrous cross
On which the Prince of Glory died,
My richest gain I count but loss
And pour contempt on all my pride.
2 Forbid it, Lord, that I should boast
Save in the death of Christ, my God;
All the vain things that charm me most,
I sacrifice them to His blood.
3 See, from His head, His hands, His feet,
Sorrow and love flow mingled down!
Did e'er such love and sorrow meet
Or thorns compose so rich a crown?
4 Were the whole realm of nature mine,
That were a tribute far too small;
Love so amazing, so divine,
Demands my soul, my life, my all!
Mark 15:21–39 (English Standard Version)
21 And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in from the country, the
father of Alexander and Rufus, to carry his cross. 22 And they brought him to the place called
Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull). 23 And they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but
he did not take it. 24 And they crucified him and divided his garments among them, casting lots
for them, to decide what each should take. 25 And it was the third hour when they crucified him.
26 And the inscription of the charge against him read, “The King of the Jews.” 27 And with him
they crucified two robbers, one on his right and one on his left. 29 And those who passed by
derided him, wagging their heads and saying, “Aha! You who would destroy the temple and
rebuild it in three days, 30 save yourself, and come down from the cross!” 31 So also the chief
priests with the scribes mocked him to one another, saying, “He saved others; he cannot save

himself. 32 Let the Christ, the King of Israel, come down now from the cross that we may see and
believe.” Those who were crucified with him also reviled him. 33 And when the sixth hour had
come, there was darkness over the whole land until the ninth hour. 34 And at the ninth hour Jesus
cried with a loud voice, “Eloi, Eloi, lema sabachthani?” which means, “My God, my God, why
have you forsaken me?” 35 And some of the bystanders hearing it said, “Behold, he is calling
Elijah.” 36 And someone ran and filled a sponge with sour wine, put it on a reed and gave it to
him to drink, saying, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to take him down.” 37 And Jesus
uttered a loud cry and breathed his last. 38 And the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top
to bottom. 39 And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he breathed his
last, he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God!”
We need to see what God sees. The Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit are all involved
and what each see is important. This is especially true when we remember who we are as
undeserving recipients of God’s love. As Peter spoke to a crowd on that first Pentecost, we see
the truth of this. “This Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of
God, you crucified and killed by the hands of lawless men.” (Acts 2:23) We are included in
what Peter spoke about. We are involved in crucifying Jesus too.
What did God the Father see on Good Friday? He saw His only begotten Son suffering
and dying unjustly on a Roman cross. What is hard to understand is His willingness to do this
for our sake. “He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also
with him graciously give us all things?” (Romans 8:32)
What does God the Son see when He looks at you and all sinners? He recognizes you as
the cause of His suffering, but He doesn’t hold this against us. We remember His words from the
cross. “Father, forgive them, for they know not what they do.” (Luke 23:34)
What does the Holy Spirit see? First, He sees the Son and comes to Jesus’ aid as He
offers His life as a ransom to the Father. The Epistle to the Hebrews says that Christ, “through
the eternal Spirit offered Himself without blemish to God.” (Hebrews 9:14)
It is the same way the Spirit speaks to us about what the Holy Trinity sees so we may
have confidence in our forgiveness won on the cross. It is found in Jesus’ Words. “When the
Spirit of truth comes, He will guide you into all the truth . . . He will declare to you the things
that are to come. He will glorify Me, for He will take what is Mine and declare it to you. All that
the Father has is Mine; therefore I said that He will take what is Mine and declare it to you.”
(John 16:13–15)
When God looks at you and me, He sees His forgiven children. We through faith in our
Lord and Savior Jesus Christ have been united with Him in His death and raised with Him in His
resurrection. We have been given new life.
Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
Psalm 67:6-7 (English Standard Version)
God, our God, shall bless us. 7 God shall bless us;
let all the ends of the earth fear him!

