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This year, the holy evangelist St. Mark greets us to lead us through a new Church Year. He does 
not, however, greet us as we might expect. For one thing, he seems to have forgotten all about 
Christmas! At least Matthew and Luke tell of Mary and Joseph and the baby lying in a manger 
and of angels and shepherds. But Mark? While Christmas is the earthly “beginning” of the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, this preacher means that his entire Gospel, the whole biblical story, is but 
“the beginning of the Gospel.” It is as if he means to say that the Baptist’s call to repentance 
comes to us In Medias Res, that is, in the middle of everything else, in the middle of the biblical 
story and in the middle of our lives and activities, right now. He is saying, “Stop what you’re 
doing. Repent again and welcome the Greater One, Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” The Christian 
faith and life is one of continual repentance and faith. Watch and listen as our Lord comes to us 
again, now. 
 
“The King Shall Come When Morning Dawns” [LSB 348] 
1 The King shall come when morning dawns, And light triumphant breaks, 
When beauty gilds the eastern hills, And life to joy awakes. 

2 Not as of old a little child, To bear and fight and die, 
But crowned with glory like the sun, That lights the morning sky. 

3 Oh, brighter than the rising morn, When Christ, victorious rose 
And left the lonesome place of death, Despite the rage of foes. 

4 Oh, brighter than that glorious morn, Shall dawn upon our race 
The day when Christ in splendor comes, And we shall see His face. 

5 The King shall come when morning dawns, And light and beauty brings. 
Hail, Christ the Lord! Your people pray: Come quickly, King of kings! 

PRAYER 
Stir up our hearts by Your mighty Word and Spirit, O Lord, that we may be prepared to receive 
Your gifts of life and salvation through the forgiveness of our sins; through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 40:1–11  
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her 
that her warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the LORD's 
hand double for all her sins. 3 A voice cries:  “In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 4 Every valley shall be lifted up, and every 
mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall become level, and the rough places a 
plain. 5 And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together, for the 
mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 6 A voice says, “Cry!” And I said, “What shall I cry?” All flesh 
is grass, and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 7 The grass withers, the flower 



fades when the breath of the LORD blows on it; surely the people are grass. 8 The grass withers, 
the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. 9 Go on up to a high mountain, O 
Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 
lift it up, fear not; say to the cities of Judah, “Behold your God!” 10 Behold, the Lord GOD comes 
with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and his recompense before 
him. 11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will carry 
them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:1–8  
The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.  2 As it is written in Isaiah the 
prophet, “Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who will prepare your way, 
3 the voice of one crying in the wilderness: Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight,’” 4 John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness, and proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins. 5 And all the country of Judea and all Jerusalem were 
going out to him and were being baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 6 Now 
John was clothed with camel's hair and wore a leather belt around his waist and ate locusts 
and wild honey. 7 And he preached, saying, “After me comes he who is mightier than I, the strap 
of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. 8 I have baptized you with water, 
but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

 We live in the middle.  Our past is behind us and our future has yet to occur. Granted our 
past helps us to determine what we will do today and what we do today will determine what our 
opportunities will be tomorrow.  Yet what we are experiencing is the day we are living in.  
Perhaps that is one of the reasons that Mark’s Gospel begins in the middle. It does not begin with 
Jesus’ birth but rather in the day-to-day life of people. He dealt with what people were 
experiencing in the moment. Granted what He did for the people in the moment affected their 
futures but He met their needs so they could have a future. “Comfort, comfort my people, says 
your God,” writes Isaiah. “John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness and proclaiming a baptism 
of repentance for the forgiveness of sins,” writes Mark. Jesus fed people, healed people, and 
forgave people. We need comfort as this has been a horrendous year.  We need forgiveness 
because we are not perfect people and as long as we live on this earth we are not going to be. 
How do we keep going?  Mark writes, “He (Jesus) will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”  The 
Lord blesses us with faith so we know He will be there to comfort and forgive us.  This is the 
assurance we find because of His death and resurrection.  The assurance that that comes through 
faith.  The assurance that comes to us today that we have the forgiveness of our sins and the 
promise of eternal life because of Jesus in our lives now.  Jesus is close at hand involved with 
you in the here and now.  He blesses you with faith so that you know He is right there with you. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 



The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen. 
 
 
 


