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God told King David by the prophet Nathan that He would build him a house. The mystery, 
however, was that He didn’t mean a structure of wood and stone but an inheritance and a 
kingdom—the house and lineage of David. The mystery of salvation is made known only and 
alone through “the prophetic writings” and living Word of God in the Holy Scriptures. As we 
prepare to celebrate the greatest mystery of the Word made flesh, the incarnation and birth of the 
Son of God, Jesus, the Savior of the world, the best mystery is that God through the very telling 
of this story in our ears gives, works, and builds the gift of faith in the heart so that we believe it. 
We believe that Jesus was born for us, for me. He came down from heaven to be the only acceptable 
sacrifice for my sin, to redeem me, and give me eternal life through the forgiveness of my sins. O 
come, Emmanuel, God with us. O come, let us adore Him. 
 
 “A Great and Mighty Wonder” [LSB 383 
1 A great and mighty wonder, A full and holy cure: 
The virgin bears the infant, With virgin honor pure! 

Refrain: 
Proclaim the Savior's birth: 
"To God on high be glory 
And peace to all the earth!" 

2 The Word becomes incarnate, And yet remains on high, 
And cherubim sing anthems, To shepherds from the sky. [Refrain] 

3 While thus they sing your Monarch, Those bright angelic bands, 
Rejoice, O vales and mountains, And oceans, clap your hands. [Refrain] 

4 Since all He comes to ransom, By all be He adored, 
The infant born in Bethl'em, The Savior and the Lord. [Refrain] 

5 All idols then shall perish, And Satan's lying cease, 
And Christ shall raise His scepter, Decreeing endless peace. [Refrain] 

PRAYER 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh us 
down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
EPISTLE Romans 16:25–27  
25 Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the preaching of Jesus 
Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was kept secret for long ages 26 but has now 
been disclosed and through the prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according 



to the command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27 to the only wise 
God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:26–38  
26 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to 
a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the house of David. And the virgin's name 
was Mary. 28 And he came to her and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with 
you!” 29 But she was greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this 
might be. 30 And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with 
God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus. 32 He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give 
to him the throne of his father David, 33 and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of 
his kingdom there will be no end.” 34 And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a 
virgin?” 35 And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy—the Son of 
God. 36 And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the 
sixth month with her who was called barren. 37 For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38 And 
Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me according to your word.” And the 
angel departed from her. 

 “And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as 
of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.” (John 1:14)  A mystery is something 
that is difficult or impossible to understand.  The Son of God taking on human flesh and dwelling 
among humankind qualifies as a mystery. Why would God do that?  That qualifies as a mystery 
too. No one can cause God to do anything.  He alone chooses to do what He wants to do.  As it is 
man spoiled God’s perfect creation and brought sin into the world. Do we have a right to expect 
God to help us?  No we do not.  God is God and we definitely are not.  Yet, “God so loved the 
world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish but have eternal 
life.  For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the 
world might be saved through him.” (John 3:16-17)  That we should receive such a gift from 
believing in Jesus is a mystery.  However we do not need to understand the gift to receive it. God 
offers the gift freely.  This how God chooses to express His love.  This is the blessing of 
Christmas. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen. 
 
 


