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John the apostle and evangelist adds his testimony along with John the Baptist, holding before us 
the joy of Jesus as the light who gives to all who receive Him and believe in His name the right to 
become children of God. Because of our Lord’s continual supply of grace by His Word and 
Sacraments, we are enabled with Him to “greatly rejoice in the LORD”; for by His Spirit of 
righteousness we lead lives of holiness of faith. This holiness continually rejoices in the Lord, 
prays, and give thanks in all circumstances. With John the apostle and John the Baptist, we rejoice, 
always prepared by faith to welcome and worship our Lord and Savior, who comes to us daily 
with healing and deliverance. 
 
“Hark! A Thrilling Voice Is Sounding” [LSB 345] 
1 Hark! A thrilling voice is sounding! "Christ is near," we hear it say. 
"Cast away the works of darkness, All you children of the day!" 

2 Startled at the solemn warning, Let the earth-bound soul arise; 
Christ, its sun, all sloth dispelling, Shines upon the morning skies. 

3 See, the Lamb, so long expected, Comes with pardon down from heav'n. 
Let us haste, with tears of sorrow, One and all, to be forgiv'n: 

4 So, when next He comes in glory, And the world is wrapped in fear, 
He will shield us with His mercy, And with words of love draw near. 

5 Honor, glory, might, dominion, to the Father and the Son 
With the ever-living Spirit, While eternal ages run! 
 
PRAYER 
Lord Jesus Christ, true Light of the world, abide with us that we may rejoice in Your gracious 
presence, pray to You in every need, and give thanks for all Your blessing; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 
16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 
God in Christ Jesus for you. 19 Do not quench the Spirit. 20 Do not despise prophecies, 21 but test 
everything; hold fast what is good. 22 Abstain from every form of evil. 23 Now may the God of 
peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept 
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do 
it. 

HOLY GOSPEL John 1:6–8, 19–28  
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7 He came as a witness, to bear witness 
about the light, that all might believe through him. 8 He was not the light, but came to bear witness 
about the light. ***** 19 And this is the testimony of John, when the Jews sent priests and Levites 



from Jerusalem to ask him, “Who are you?” 20 He confessed, and did not deny, but confessed, “I 
am not the Christ.” 21 And they asked him, “What then? Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are 
you the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” 22 So they said to him, “Who are you? We need to give 
an answer to those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?” 23 He said, “I am the voice of 
one crying out in the wilderness, ‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the prophet Isaiah said.” 
24 (Now they had been sent from the Pharisees.) 25 They asked him, “Then why are you baptizing, 
if you are neither the Christ, nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” 26 John answered them, “I baptize with 
water, but among you stands one you do not know, 27 even he who comes after me, the strap of 
whose sandal I am not worthy to untie.” 28 These things took place in Bethany across the Jordan, 
where John was baptizing. 

 
 “Joy to the world, the Lord has come.”  “Rejoice,” writes St. Paul. Familiar thoughts and 
feelings at Christmas time.  However do we understand how vital they are and on what they need 
to be based on? Perhaps with the kind of year we have had we will better understand what 
Christmas truly brings? This year has scared people and perhaps one of the reasons is that the 
fiction that we are the captains of our fate has been well and truly shattered. Do we really want to 
be the captains of our fate?  We should truly hope not.  We are very imperfect people in an out of 
our control imperfect world. We who are imperfect cannot fix that which is imperfect. This is why 
John the Baptist referred to someone by saying, “I baptize with water, but among you stands one 
you do not know, even he who comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I am not worthy to 
untie.”  He was talking about Jesus, the Holy Son of God.  Through His sacrifice on the cross our 
sinful imperfection is taken care of by His holiness.  We receive His holiness by faith and are 
promised eternal life by His side. “Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, 
and may your whole spirit and soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 
Christ.”  This is why we rejoice.  The imperfect world cannot give us what our Holy God can and 
desires to. “He who calls you is faithful; he will surely do it.” 

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen. 
 
 
 


