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AS WE GATHER 
We hear today the extremely encouraging words from the apostle Paul concerning our 
everlasting life. Paul tells us, “We will always be with the Lord.” What comforting words! What 
encouraging words! You have the assurance that when Jesus returns, you will spend everlasting 
life in His gracious presence. 
 
“Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen”  [LSB 474] 
Alleluia! Jesus is risen!  
Trumpets resounding in glorious light!  
Splendor, the Lamb, Heaven forever!  
Oh, what a miracle God has in sight!  
Jesus is risen and we shall arise:  
Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
Walking the way, Christ in the center  
Telling the story to open our eyes;  
Breaking our bread, Giving us glory:  
Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise.  
Jesus is risen and we shall arise:  
Give God the glory! Alleluia!  
 
Jesus the vine, We are the branches;  
Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree;  
Heaven to earth, Christ to the people,  
Gift of the future now flowing to me.  
Jesus is risen and we shall arise:  
Give God the glory! Alleluia!  
 
Weeping be gone; Sorrow, be silent:  
Death put asunder, and Easter is bright.  
Cherubim sing: “O grave, be open!” 
Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light.  
Jesus is risen and we shall arise:  
Give God the glory! Alleluia! 
 
City of God, Easter forever,  
Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb,  
River of Life, Saints and archangels,  
Sing with creation to God the I AM!  
Jesus is risen and we shall arise:  
Give God the glory! Alleluia!  
 



PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O Lord, encourage us with Your presence in Your Word, that we be strengthened for service to 
You and our neighbors as we await the return of Jesus, through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18  
13 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you may 
not grieve as others do who have no hope. 14 For since we believe that Jesus died and rose again, 
even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep. 15 For this we 
declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left until the coming of 
the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16 For the Lord himself will 
descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel, and with the sound 
of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive, who are 
left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and so we will 
always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 25:1–13  
“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet the 
bridegroom. 2 Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. 3 For when the foolish took their 
lamps, they took no oil with them, 4 but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 5 As the 
bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. 6 But at midnight there was a cry, 
‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7 Then all those virgins rose and trimmed their 
lamps. 8 And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going 
out.’ 9 But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for us and for you, go 
rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.’ 10 And while they were going to buy, the 
bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door 
was shut. 11 Afterward the other virgins came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12 But he 
answered, ‘Truly, I say to you, I do not know you.’ 13 Watch therefore, for you know neither the 
day nor the hour. 
 

Believing in Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior is not an on again off again type thing.  As 
Jesus says at the end of the parable, “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the 
hour.”  Only by faith are we truly ready for Jesus.  This is the difference between the five wise 
and the five foolish virgins.  The wise virgins were ready, they had faith, the foolish virgins did 
not.  “Those who were ready went in with him to the marriage feast, and the door was shut.”  
Those who do not believe in Jesus find heaven closed to them.  This is not God’s fault.  Jesus 
died for everyone’s sins.  The Holy Spirit with God’s Word is there that all might believe.  Many 
however refuse the gift of faith. “Therefore I tell you, every sin and blasphemy will be forgiven 
people, but the blasphemy against the Spirit will not be forgiven.” (Matthew 12:31)  God cannot 
help someone who refuses Him.  Yet that help is offered to all.  Jesus paid the price for 
everyone’s sins. Jesus expressed His desire for all to come to Him, to believe in Him when He 
said in Matthew 11:28, “Come to me, all who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest.”  We rest in Jesus through the faith we have been given by the Holy Spirit and the Word of 
God.  Faith is the guarantee that the door to the marriage feast is open to us.  At the right time 
God will welcome us into heaven forever. 
 



LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen. 
 


