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There are different types of hope. The hope some people have is no more than wishful thinking. 
Others rely on their own plans and intellect to provide a measure of hope during times of 
difficulty. But for those of us who have been blessed with the gift of faith in our Lord Jesus, 
hope is sure. For His sake, our heavenly Father has forgiven all our sins and now calls us His 
own children, brothers and sisters of our Lord. We shall join those who have gone before us to 
sing God’s eternal praises, even as we join “angels and archangels and all the company of 
heaven” in the Sanctus before receiving His body and blood. 
 
“For All the Saints” [LSB 677] 
1 For all the saints who from their labors rest, 
Who Thee by faith before the world confessed, 
Thy name, O Jesus, be forever blest. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

2 Thou wast their rock, their fortress, and their might; 
Thou, Lord, their captain in the well-fought fight; 
Thou, in the darkness drear, their one true light. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

3 Oh, may Thy soldiers, faithful, true, and bold, 
Fight as the saints who nobly fought of old 
And win with them the victor's crown of gold! 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

4 Oh, blest communion, fellowship divine! 
We feebly struggle, they in glory shine; 
Yet all are one in Thee, for all are Thine. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

5 And when the fight is fierce, the warfare long, 
Steals on the ear the distant triumph song, 
And hearts are brave again, and arms are strong. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

6 The golden evening brightens in the west; 
Soon, soon to faithful warriors cometh rest; 
Sweet is the calm of paradise the blest. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

7 But lo, there breaks a yet more glorious day; 
The saints triumphant rise in bright array; 



The King of glory passes on His way. 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

8 From earth's wide bounds, from ocean's farthest coast, 
Through gates of pearl streams in the countless host, 
Singing to Father, Son, and Holy Ghost: 
Alleluia! Alleluia! 

PRAYER 
Almighty and everlasting God, You decided to call all people who trust in Your Son for 
salvation Your own children. Strengthen our faith so that we pass through each day confident 
that the hope You have given us shall not fail, and we shall see You face-to-face in eternity; in 
Jesus’ name, Amen. 
 
EPISTLE 1 John 3:1–3  
See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children of God; and 
so we are. The reason why the world does not know us is that it did not know him. 2 Beloved, we 
are God's children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know that when he 
appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is. 3 And everyone who thus hopes 
in him purifies himself as he is pure. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 5:1–12  
Seeing the crowds, he went up on the mountain, and when he sat down, his disciples came to 
him. 2 And he opened his mouth and taught them, saying: 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, 
for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 4 “Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall be comforted. 
5 “Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth. 6 “Blessed are those who hunger 
and thirst for righteousness, for they shall be satisfied. 7 “Blessed are the merciful, for they shall 
receive mercy. 8 “Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see God. 9 “Blessed are the 
peacemakers, for they shall be called sons[a] of God. 10 “Blessed are those who are persecuted for 
righteousness' sake, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when others revile 
you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil against you falsely on my account. 12 Rejoice 
and be glad, for your reward is great in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were 
before you. 
 
 Hope seems like a luxury commodity these days.  People do not seem very hopeful.  
People seem afraid of how the election will turn out.  People are unsure on how to handle the 
pandemic and are afraid of getting sick.  People are unsure of themselves and uncertain about the 
future.  The problem of this lack of hope is because of what it is based on.  Hope cannot be based 
on how our society works because even at the best of times it is a road with some chuck holes in 
it and right now is not the best of times.  Hope cannot be based upon ourselves because we do 
not have the capacity transcend ourselves.  We are as imperfect as the world we live in.  Real 
hope not only secures us now but also for a future that this world can never take away from us. 
In First John chapter three we are given that kind of hope.  “See what kind of love the Father has 
given to us, that we should be called children of God; and so we are.”  God declares us to be His 
children through the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  Our hope is based on Christ.  We 
have received the assurance of this hope through the faith we have been given in Jesus.  We have 



nothing to prove to receive God’s love or to have this hope.  We are acceptable to Him because 
He has made it so. “Everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.”  This hope 
we have in Jesus is the faith we have in Him and as a result of His (Jesus’) purity, God sees us as 
pure.  We are God’s children based on His love for us. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION  
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen. 
 


