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The focus at this time of year is on the harvest. October 12 is Thanksgiving Day in Canada; the 
US will celebrate on November 26. For the people of God, the entire year is a time of harvest. 
God has showered His gifts on His people and has made them ready for His eternal harvest. With 
hymnwriter Henry Alford we pray: “Even so, Lord, quickly come To Thy final harvest home; 
Gather Thou Thy people in, Free from sorrow, free from sin” (LSB 892:4). As we worship may 
we joyfully “Raise the song of harvest home” (LSB 892:1). 
 
“The Church’s One Foundation” (LSB 644) 
1 The Church’s one foundation, Is Jesus Christ, her Lord; 
She is His new creation, By water and the Word. 
From heav'n He came and sought her, To be His holy bride; 
With His own blood He bought her, And for her life He died. 

2 Elect from ev'ry nation, Yet one o’er all the earth; 
Her charter of salvation: One Lord, one faith, one birth. 
One holy name she blesses, Partakes one holy food, 
And to one hope she presses, With ev'ry grace endued. 

3 Though with a scornful wonder, The world sees her oppressed, 
By schisms rent asunder, By heresies distressed, 
Yet saints their watch are keeping; Their cry goes up, “How long?” 
And soon the night of weeping, Shall be the morn of song. 

4 Through toil and tribulation, And tumult of her war 
She waits the consummation, Of peace forevermore 
Till with the vision glorious, Her longing eyes are blest, 
And the great Church victorious, Shall be the Church at rest. 

5 Yet she on earth has union, With God, the Three in One, 
And mystic sweet communion, With those whose rest is won. 
O blessed heav'nly chorus!, Lord, save us by Your grace 
That we, like saints before us, May see You face to face. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Lord God, You call us to work in Your vineyard. Supply us with diligence for tasks in Your 
kingdom, always rejoicing with those to whom Your Spirit has come; in Jesus’ name. Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 5:1–7 
Let me sing for my beloved my love song concerning his vineyard: My beloved had a vineyard 
on a very fertile hill. 2 He dug it and cleared it of stones,  and planted it with choice vines; he 
built a watchtower in the midst of it,  and hewed out a wine vat in it; and he looked for it to yield 
grapes, but it yielded wild grapes. 3 And now, O inhabitants of Jerusalem  and men of Judah, 



judge between me and my vineyard. 4 What more was there to do for my vineyard, that I have not 
done in it? When I looked for it to yield grapes, why did it yield wild grapes? 5 And now I will 
tell you  what I will do to my vineyard. I will remove its hedge, and it shall be devoured; I will 
break down its wall,  and it shall be trampled down. 6 I will make it a waste;   it shall not be 
pruned or hoed, and briers and thorns shall grow up; I will also command the clouds that they 
rain no rain upon it. 7 For the vineyard of the LORD of hosts is the house of Israel, and the men of 
Judah are his pleasant planting; and he looked for justice, but behold, bloodshed; for 
righteousness, but behold, an outcry!  
 
HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 21:33–46 
33 “Hear another parable. There was a master of a house who planted a vineyard and put a fence 
around it and dug a winepress in it and built a tower and leased it to tenants, and went into 
another country. 34 When the season for fruit drew near, he sent his servants to the tenants to get 
his fruit. 35 And the tenants took his servants and beat one, killed another, and stoned 
another. 36 Again he sent other servants, more than the first. And they did the same to 
them. 37 Finally he sent his son to them, saying, ‘They will respect my son.’ 38 But when the 
tenants saw the son, they said to themselves, ‘This is the heir. Come, let us kill him and have his 
inheritance.’ 39 And they took him and threw him out of the vineyard and killed him. 40 When 
therefore the owner of the vineyard comes, what will he do to those tenants?” 41 They said to 
him, “He will put those wretches to a miserable death and let out the vineyard to other tenants 
who will give him the fruits in their seasons.” 42 Jesus said to them, “Have you never read in the 
Scriptures: “‘The stone that the builders rejected has become the cornerstone, this was the Lord's 
doing, and it is marvelous in our eyes’? 43 Therefore I tell you; the kingdom of God will be taken 
away from you and given to a people producing its fruits. 44 And the one who falls on this stone 
will be broken to pieces; and when it falls on anyone, it will crush him.” 45 When the chief priests 
and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived that he was speaking about them 
46 And although they were seeking to arrest him, they feared the crowds, because they held him 
to be a prophet.  
 
 I am sure that as Jesus spoke in Jerusalem during what has become for us Holy Week, 
that many of those who were listening would know that He was applying an Old Testament 
Scripture to them. “When the chief priests and the Pharisees heard his parables, they perceived 
that he was speaking about them.” (v. 45)  They understood the imagery of the vineyard and the 
harvest.  What was also understood from Scripture is that everything we have received comes 
from God. However what they understood from Scripture was not what they chose to believe. 
It is like they hung a big no trespassing sign on what they wanted and what they believed.  This 
prevented them from receiving the gifts of the Son of God in their midst.  They exchanged 
eternal benefits for perceived worldly benefits that suited them but would not last.  We need to 
see that we benefit more from being tenants than seeing ourselves as owners in relationship to 
God.  Those who hang out the no trespassing sign run the risk of seeing no need for the death 
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. Tenants understand what they are using is not theirs.  Tenants in 
relationship to God believe in order to enjoy eternal benefits we need to receive from God, His 
forgiveness won for us by Jesus on the cross.  The no trespassing sign needs to go into the trash 
can. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 



Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be 
done on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but 
deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 
ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen. 
 
 


