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“Let our gladness have no end, alleluia!” (LSB 381:1). “Let our gladness banish sadness All 
throughout creation!” (LSB 371:1). These two songs of the Christmas season remind us that we 
are in glad times as we celebrate the birth of our Lord. This year, because of the way the days of 
the week fall immediately after Christmas Day, we are blessed by having not one but two Sundays 
after Christmas! Through the Holy Gospel today, we hear about our Lord Jesus when He was a 
young man—one who increased in wisdom and stature. Jesus was glad to be in God’s house when 
He was in Jerusalem. Our gladness in these special days is heightened by our being here for 
worship as we grow in wisdom and in stature by God’s endless grace! 
 
“Within the Father’s House” [LSB 410] 
1 Within the Father's house, The Son has found His home, 
And to His temple suddenly, The Lord of life has come. 

2 The doctors of the Law, Gaze on the wondrous child 
And marvel at His gracious words, Of wisdom undefiled. 

3 Yet not to them is giv'n, The mighty truth to know, 
To lift the earthly veil which hides, Incarnate God below. 

4 The secret of the Lord, Escapes each human eye, 
And faithful pond'ring hearts await, The full epiphany. 

5 Lord, visit Thou our souls, And teach us by Thy grace 
Each dim revealing of Thyself, With loving awe to trace 

6 Till we behold Thy face, And know as we are known 
Thee, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, Coequal Three in One. 

PRAYER  
Almighty Father, You have shined on us the new Light of Your Word made flesh, who lived 
among us. Cause us to find in Jesus, this Light, who and what is really important in life, and 
grant us Your blessing as we follow Him; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING 1 Kings 3:4–15  
4 And the king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, for that was the great high place. Solomon used 
to offer a thousand burnt offerings on that altar. 5 At Gibeon the LORD appeared to Solomon in a 
dream by night, and God said, “Ask what I shall give you.” 6 And Solomon said, “You have shown 
great and steadfast love to your servant David my father, because he walked before you in 
faithfulness, in righteousness, and in uprightness of heart toward you. And you have kept for him 
this great and steadfast love and have given him a son to sit on his throne this day. 7 And now, 
O LORD my God, you have made your servant king in place of David my father, although I am but 



a little child. I do not know how to go out or come in. 8 And your servant is in the midst of your 
people whom you have chosen, a great people, too many to be numbered or counted for 
multitude. 9 Give your servant therefore an understanding mind to govern your people, that I 
may discern between good and evil, for who is able to govern this your great people?” 10 It pleased 
the Lord that Solomon had asked this. 11 And God said to him, “Because you have asked this, and 
have not asked for yourself long life or riches or the life of your enemies, but have asked for 
yourself understanding to discern what is right, 12 behold, I now do according to your word. 
Behold, I give you a wise and discerning mind, so that none like you has been before you and none 
like you shall arise after you. 13 I give you also what you have not asked, both riches and honor, so 
that no other king shall compare with you, all your days. 14 And if you will walk in my ways, 
keeping my statutes and my commandments, as your father David walked, then I will lengthen 
your days.” 15 And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and 
stood before the ark of the covenant of the Lord, and offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, 
and made a feast for all his servants. 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:40–52  
40 And the child grew and became strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 
41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when he was 
twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the feast was ended, as they were 
returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 44 but supposing 
him to be in the group they went a day's journey, but then they began to search for him among 
their relatives and acquaintances, 45 and when they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem, 
searching for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, 
listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard him were amazed at his 
understanding and his answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, they were astonished. And his 
mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been 
searching for you in great distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why were you looking for me? Did 
you not know that I must be in my Father's house?” 50 And they did not understand the saying that 
he spoke to them. 51 And he went down with them and came to Nazareth and was submissive to 
them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 52 And Jesus increased in wisdom 
and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of wisdom, and the knowledge of the Holy One is 
insight.” (Proverbs 9:10)  Faith alone is the beginning of wisdom and there is no true wisdom 
except in the Lord. It is by faith through God’s Word that one gain true knowledge of the Holy 
One.  This insight by the Holy Spirit through God’s Word comes that we might grow in the faith. 
Solomon asked for understanding that he might discern between good and evil and govern the 
people God made him king over.  He knew he needed the fear of the Lord.  He knew he needed 
faith. However the fear of the Lord is often neglected as Jesus found in the temple as He conversed 
with the teachers of the law as a twelve-year-old boy. They did not recognize Jesus for who He 
was then, nor when He was crucified, or after His resurrection.  It is no different today. This why 
there is so much foolishness and heartache that could be lessened.  The fear of the Lord is not on 
the minds of the majority but rather human foolishness and sinfulness.  This is why the fear of the 
Lord is so important so that we are not pulled down and buried by such things.  Our faith in Jesus 
brings us forgiveness and the promise of eternal life.  The Holy Spirit will lead us by the faith He 
gave us through God’s Word to see Jesus for who He really is rather than foolishness that people 



would rather have in wealth or power. “Joy to the world the Lord has come. Let earth receive her 
King.” 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen. 
 
 
 


