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The Lord always sets the right time for the right people to be used for His mission and purposes. 
Throughout the Old Testament, He spoke through prophets to proclaim His Word, call the people 
to repentance, and turn back into a relationship with Him. As His own beloved Son, our Savior, 
came into the world when the time was right, God used John the Baptist to prepare the way for 
Christ. As John’s ministry and calling people to repentance would cease, and Jesus’ earthly 
ministry began, Jesus echoed and perfectly fulfilled all that would come to fruition in and through 
Him. As Christ calls His first disciples, the call to repentance and faith continued. Even today, 
when we gather in His name, that same call through those the Lord has placed in His right time is 
heard with open ears and willing hearts within His Church, that we may live faithful lives of 
repentance and faith as we follow Him. 
 
“O Christ, Who Called the Twelve” [LSB 856] 
O Christ, who called the Twelve To rise and follow You,  
Forsaking old, familiar ways For ventures bold and new:  
Grant us to hear Your call To risk security  
And, bound in heart and will to You, Find perfect liberty.  
 
O Christ, who taught the Twelve The truth for ages sealed,  
Whose words and works awakened faith, The ways of God revealed:  
Instruct us now, we pray, By Your empow’ring Word.  
True teacher, be for all who seek Their light, their life, their Lord.  
 
O Christ, who led the Twelve Among the desolate 
 And broke as bread of life for all Your love compassionate:  
Lead us along the ways Where hope has nearly died  
And help us climb the lonely hills Where love is crucified.  
 
O Christ, who sent the Twelve On roads they’d never trod  
To serve, to suffer, teach, proclaim The nearer reign of God:  
Send us on ways where faith Transcends timidity,  
Where love informs and hope sustains Both life and ministry.  
 
O Christ, the apostles’ Lord, The martyrs’ strength and song,  
The crucified and risen King To whom the saints belong:  
Though generations pass, Our tribute still we bring,  
Our hymns a sacrifice of praise, Our lives an offering 
 
PRAYER  
Almighty and everlasting God, as the call to follow You comes to us through Your Word, grant us 
Your Holy Spirit that we trust and serve You in repentance and faith; through Jesus Christ, Your 
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 



 
OLD TESTAMENT READING Jonah 3:1–5, 10  
Then the word of the LORD came to Jonah the second time, saying, 2 “Arise, go to Nineveh, that 
great city, and call out against it the message that I tell you.” 3 So Jonah arose and went to Nineveh, 
according to the word of the LORD. Now Nineveh was an exceedingly great city,[a] three days' 
journey in breadth. 4 Jonah began to go into the city, going a day's journey. And he called out, “Yet 
forty days, and Nineveh shall be overthrown!” 5 And the people of Nineveh believed God. They 
called for a fast and put on sackcloth, from the greatest of them to the least of them. ******10 When 
God saw what they did, how they turned from their evil way, God relented of the disaster that he 
had said he would do to them, and he did not do it. 
 
HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:14–20  
14 Now after John was arrested, Jesus came into Galilee, proclaiming the gospel of God, 15 and 
saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand; repent and believe in the gospel.” 
16 Passing alongside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and Andrew the brother of Simon casting a 
net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 17 And Jesus said to them, “Follow me, and I will make 
you become fishers of men.” 18 And immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19 And 
going on a little farther, he saw James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, who were in their 
boat mending the nets. 20 And immediately he called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the 
boat with the hired servants and followed him. 

Repentance is a word not found in our society very much. Even in the church quite often 
the word repentance is often only partially understood.  The easy part of understanding repentance 
is that it means confessing our sins.  Repentance has a two-part meaning.  The second part means 
to turn away from the sin or in literal terms make a 180 degree turn away from the sin.  Having 
heeded the call to repent, the call to receive the Gospel can be clearly heard.  The call to the Gospel 
is the call to Christ who lived, died, and rose from the dead that we might know the forgiveness of 
sins and eternal life.  Martin Luther put it this way, “But the Holy Spirit has called me by the 
gospel, enlightened me with his gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.” We have been called 
to repentance and faith by our Lord.  It was not by our choice but by the Lord’s choosing. This the 
truth that Ephesians 2:8-9 makes clear. “ For by grace you have been saved through faith. And this 
is not your own doing; it is the gift of God,  not a result of works, so that no one may boast.”  God’s 
call to repentance and faith can never be taken for granted.  To do so is to risk losing the blessings 
of repentance and believing the Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done 
on earth as it is in heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as 
we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 
 
BENEDICTION 
The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and  give you peace. Amen. 
 


